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Claim 1 

1 . {/tended) In a method for appl^ng a coating of a water-based composition to a 
surface to partially or fully coat the surface, the compo$itk?rii comprising an aqueous medium 
which is at !easl 90 wt% water and cor>lainjng an inorganic or organic compound and an 
effective amount of a surfactant for reducing the dynamic surface tension of the composition, 
the improvement which comprises emploj^ng as the surfactant a mafate d tester of the 
structure 




O 



where Ri and are C3 to C6 aikyi groups. 



Claims 2-11 (original) 
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2. The method of Claim 1 1n whi(^ the water-based comp^ition is setected from 
the group cc^srsting of aqueous organic coating, ink. adhesive, fountain sdution and 
agricultural compositions and the maiate diester is present at 0.C01 to 20 vyt% of the 
water-based composr6(Mi. 

3, The method of Claim 2 In v^ich an aqueous soiution of ^e maiate diester 
d^onstrates a dynamic surface tem»ion of less tiian 45 ctynes/<^ at a concentration of 
^5 vA% in water at 25^*0 and 6 bubbles/second according to the maximum-bubble- 
pressure method. 

4v The methtKi of Claim 1 in which R-t and R2 are the same. 
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5. The method of Claim 4 in wNch Ri and R2 ^ ^ group. 

6. The method of Claim 4 In vvhich R ^ and R2 are a C5 alkyi group. j 

7. The method of Ciafan 4 in which the aikyt group has terminal t>raRchlng. 
8< The mettiod of Qaim 4 In vi^lch th& d\ky{ group Is isobutyl 

9. The method <^ Claim 4 in which the alkyI group Is n-but^. 

10. The metJt\<^ of Claim 7 In whk:^ ^ ester is derived ^om a primary alcolu>t. 

1 1 . The meUrod of Ciaim 3 in >^ich the measurement ts made at 20 
bubbles/second. 

Claim 12 
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12- (Amended) An aqueous compositton comprising in an aqueous medium whH^ 
at leas) 90 wt% water an inorganic compound wf^ich Is a mineral ore or a pigment or an 
organic compound which is a pigment, a polymerizable monomer, an oJigomeric resin, a 
polymeric resin, a detergent, a hertjicide, an insecticide, a fungicide, era plant growth 
^modifying agent and an effective amount of a malate diester for reducing the dynamic 
surface tension of the composition, the malate diester having the structure: 




where and R2 are a C3 to C6 aikyi group. 



Claims 13-20 (original) 
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13. The aqueous composition of Claim 12 in wtiich an aqueous solution of the 
maiate dtester demonstrates a dynamic surface tension of less ttian 45 dynes/cm at a 
concenfration of <S wt% tn water at 25^C and 6 bubbies/second according to the 
maximum-bubWe-pressiire method and the mafate dlester is present at 0.01 to 10 wt% 
of the aqueous composition. 

14. The aque^s composition of Ciaim 12 in which R^i and R2 are a C4 aikyl 

group, 

15. The aqueous composition of Ciaim 12 In whidi and R2 are a CS aiky! 

group. 

16. The aqueous composition of Ciaim 12 in which the aikyi group has tenminal 
branching. 

17. The aqueous composition of Claim 16 in which the ester is derived from a 
primary alcohd, 

18. The aqueous composition of Ciaim 12 in which the alkyi group is isobutyi. 
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19. The aqueous cofnp(»iUon of Claim 12 in vthii^ ^ aikyi group is n^butyi. 

20. The aqueous a>mp(»Uion of Ctaim 1 3 in whidi Uie measurement is made at 
20 but^!es/sdcond> 

Claims 21 - 25 (cancelled) 



